COMPULSION OF THE HOUSE OF LORDS

Mr Asquith and Lord Crewe (as leader of the House of Lords) saw
the King on the following day. The King, after much discussion,
'agreed most reluctantly to give the Cabinet a secret understanding
that, in the event of the Government being returned with a majority
at the general election, I should use my prerogative to make peers if
asked for. I disliked having to do this very much, but agreed that this
was the only alternative to the Cabinet resigning, which at this moment
would be disastrous.'J

The * secret understanding' was due only to Mr Asquith's unfortun-
ate speech of 14 April.2 He was thought to have pledged himself to
secure guarantees or resign. The 'secret understanding' was a com-
promise. It would enable Mr Asquith to say afterwards that they had
not recommended a dissolution except on the conditions specified on
14 April. On the other hand the secrecy would meet the King's
objection that the purpose of the guarantee was to make use of his name for
catching votes. In other words, it was a device to save Mr Asquith's face.

The King insisted that the Parliament Bill should be submitted to the
House of Lords before the election. To this Mr Asquith agreed, and the
Bill was read a first time and discussed on second reading in the House
of Lords before the dissolution. The elections then proceeded on the
issue raised by the Bill, and the Government's position was substantially
unchanged. At no time was any public announcement or private com-
munication made that the King had consented to a creation of peers,
if necessary.

On 12 December Lord Morley (who, of course, knew that the King
had already consented) told Sir Almeric Fitzroy that he thought the
position of the King was particularly difficult,

as, if the demand should be made for him to create 500 peers, he thought he
would have very good reason for refusing, doubtful as the consequences

might be-----He believed that Arthur Balfour would take office if, owing to

the King's refusal, the Government would resign. Of course, another dis-
solution would follow, when he thought it likely that the country, in despair
of any other expedient, would give the Unionists a majority.3

1 Nicolson, King George V> p. 138; and seeZz/e of Lord Oxford and Asquith^ I, p, 398;
and Life of Lord Lansdowne, p. 410.

3 Above, p. 438.                           3 Fitzroy, Memoirs, n, p. 427.
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